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SPEAK UP

Hera's how these residents of Aldersgate
Retirement Community in Meridian answered
the guestion, “What's your best advice
to rmen and wornen in the active-duty
military, Guard and Reserves serving in the
Middle East — and their familias?"

“Keep close contact with friends and
relatives both here and abroad. Your
apiritual leaders of all faiths are ready
and walting to help. Use them. Church
services al home and on the front line
are big morale bailders ...

“Maost of you joined the civilian
armed forces when war was not in the
immeediate future. But our world turned
upside down. 1 am prowd of the way
Tamilies said a fond farewell and owr
aoldiers — men and wormen — acceptad
vl responsibility and are doing your Galaman
best to comply with orders from abowe.

*That takes courage, dedication, alertness and goad old
“American Spirit.” Thank vou, or as my dear departed wife
would say, ‘Thank you, thank you, thank you!™

Orite Corlemman

“We all should pray constantly for your continued safety.”
Josephine Bradshaw

“A ot of prayer and a watchful eye.”
J.W. Bradshaw

*[ have found that the scripture found in Proverbs 56
helps me through trials, tribulations, moments of decizion
and just every situation in life; ‘In all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He will direct vour path,” [sn't that
wonderiul? He will see you through each situation that

arises, if vou just Iet Him!™
Bennie Harris

“Try to keep busy.”
Sadie Dalton

“Take pride in what you are doing,
knowing you are setting an example for
other young men and women whe will
serve after you, and remember our
prayers are with you,”

Dorothy Mitchell

“Just pray.”
Marcelene Kyle

“Live each day at a time, That is what we are promised.
Be thankful for our blessings.”
Connie Byers

“Pray and give vourself to God, God
is on His throne and in His time will do
what iz best for us all.”

Kresses Holloway

“Put your best feol forward, stay
cloge to the Lord, and have faith in Him
wha is in control of everything that's
being done in this wartime and l.hat it
will bee done for His honor and
and sur good. Be a good example ll:-
those with whom vou come in contact.” Sansing

Polly Sansing

Deborah Swann compiled this Speak Up guestion. She is
the pragram divector af Aldersgate Retivement Commuaity
and has had fhe privilege of working with the elders at
Aldersgate for almost 17 years.

Danny didn’t think twice

Patricia Jones submitted this "Brageing Rights" story aboul her
son, 23yearold Sgt. Danny O fowes of the Mizsissipi Army National
Guard's 1508 Combat Engineer Battalion.

By Patricla Jones
special to The Star

My som, Danny, has been in the Mational Guard for 10 vears. He
first joimesd in honor of his father, who died m 1991,

[ 2013, Danny was activated for Homeland Security. He spent a
Tinwlhe eneer @ wear @t Fort Bliss, Teaxns, Whale on active duty, he realized
how much be loved the militaey and how muoch be respected whai it
atands for. Danny came home from Fort Biss in July 2004 and, in Seg=
Tember, he was ﬂsl-uﬂ abiout gmnlgh active again o gode eag.

Dmmnj' didn't even have to think about it before he said he
wo

When Damny came home that day fo tell me that he waz going (o
[rawy, b said that he dedi it was bis honor-boumd duty (o g0, Denmy told
mee when he was home on lesve for Chrisimas that e believed his
Tather and grandfather would be proud of him for going.

[ dom’t know about them, bt [ know that Cn very proud of oy son.
[ hops that ever yone who reads these letters will remember to [rray
far avir boys in the military every day.

He didn’t have to go,

but he wanted to .
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34 ag supply sergeant for e
1500 Combat Engraeer
Battalion at Key Field in
Meridian. He retired in
Fehriary 200, aud faok wh
re dadfies with the Famidly
Assistarce Ceaifer
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By Ricky Posey
special to The Star

When 1 thought about
writing this article, I had lots of
emations about the persen [ haid
in roind.

[ served 37 years in the 150th
Combat Engineer Battalion and
still have many longtime fFiends
in the wnit. 1 alse have many
longtime friends in Company G,
185th Awiatien Group, who are
serving in Balad, Trag.

However, one name kept
coming back to my  mind
because of the circumstances
invalved.

[ want to Brag on Winford
W. Walker because of his desire
to serve his country. He had
previously served on active duty
with the Army, as well as in the
Army National Guard for about
10 years. He was deployed to
Hosnia as well as other areas
around the world.

About twe years ago, Win-
ford got out of the Army
Mational Guard to take a very
good job at a hospital in Mew
Orrleans, La.

When he heard that the
150th Combat Engineer Hat-
talion had been mobilized, he
called me to see how much
maney he would make on active
duty in & combat zone, He knew
then that he wanted o join back
up amd go fo [reg with his
friends in his old unit.

Every few days, Winford

MOBILIZATION CENTER
Sgt. Winford W, Walkar, right, trains at Camp Shelby after ha re-anlisted in the Missizsippi Arrmy
Mational Guard's 150th Combat Enginssr Battaliom — and shortly before be shipped cut to Irag,
The man he iz talking with is Lt. Col. Roy Robinson, statewide commandsar of all of the 150th's
units in Meridian, Carthage, Quitman, Lucadals, Houston and Okaolona.

wintld call me to check on how
much money he would be paid
for Basic Mlowance for Housing
or Basic Mlowance for Subsis-
fence ar Hazardous Doty pay.

He was very sincere in his
elesire o serve our country but,
al the same time, he didn want
i Leave his family in a financial
Bind, After defermining that his
family could live on what the
military would pay him, he
ﬁ-mﬂi 150th Combat !-:.ngml:tr

attalion to be deploved to Irag
with the unit,

He didn't have to voluntesr
because he has served his time,
but he wanted (o go,

This is just one of many sto-
rics [ could tell vou about the
soldiers of the 150th and Com-
pany G. I'm prowd of Winford
and every one of the saldiers in
these units, These soldiers are
our heroes, <o let’s honor them
as heroes — rather than droge-
infested bascball players or
high-tempered basketball

players.,




